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The Rain Queen, also known as the Modjadji or Mujaji, |
and revered figure in the culture and traditions of tht
people of South Africa. The Rain Queen is believed i
power to control the clouds and rain, and her role |
ensuring the fertility of the land and the success of crops




The Balobedu people have a long and fascinating
history that is intertwined with the Rain Queen.
According to legend, the first Rain Queen,
Maselekwane Modjadji, was born in the 16th century
and was gifted with the power to control the weather
by the gods. She was also known for her beauty and
wisdom, and she became the leader of the Balobedu
people.

The Rain Queen's powers were passed down from generation to generation, and each queen was believed to be
the reincarnation of the previous one. The current Rain Queen, Queen Masalanabo Modjadji, is the 13th in the line of
Rain Queens and has been ruling since 2003.



The Rain Queen is an important cultural and spiritual
figure for the Balobedu people. She is seen as a
mediator between the gods and the people and is
revered for her wisdom and guidance. The Rain Queen
is also believed to have the power to bring rain and
prosperity to the land, and her role in the community is
crucial for the success of crops and agriculture.

The Rain Queen's authority extends beyond the
spiritual realm and into the political and social sphere.
She is the head of the Balobedu tribe and has the
power to make important decisions that affect the
community. The Rain Queen is also responsible for
upholding the traditions and customs of the Balobedu
people, which include the annual Rainmaking
Ceremony.




The Rainmaking Ceremony is a significant event in
the Balobedu calendar and is held every January.
During the ceremony, the Rain Queen and her
female relatives perform a sacred dance, and the
queen is believed to communicate with the gods to
bring rain to the land. The ceremony is attended
by thousands of people and is an important
symbol of the Balobedu culture and traditions.

The Rain Queen is a revered and mystical figure in
the culture and traditions of the Balobedu people.
Her powers to control the weather, her wisdom,
and her role as the head of the Balobedu tribe
make her an essential part of the community. The
Rain Queen's influence extends beyond the
spiritual realm and into the political and social
sphere, and her role in upholding the Balobedu
traditions and customs is crucial for the
preservation of their cultural heritage.




Reign Dynasty 1800

e Queen Modjadji |, the first Rain Queen, is said
to have established the Balobedu dynasty in
the Modjadji area of the Limpopo Province of
South Africa.

1854

e Queen Modjadiji Il dies, and is succeeded by
her daughter, Masalanabo Modjadiji.

1875

e Masalanabo Modjadji dies, and is succeeded
by her sister, Mokope Modjadiji.

1895

Mokope Modjadji dies, and is succeeded by her niece,
Khetoane Modjadji.

1896

o Khetoane Modjadji dies, and is succeeded by
her sister, the famous Queen Modjadiji lll, also
known as Mujaiji.

1897
Queen Modjadji lll (Mujaji) is officially crowned as
the Rain Queen.

1905

The British colonial government recognizes Queen Modjadji
lll as a queen, and grants her a stipend and a formal title.

1959

Queen Modjadiji lll dies, and is succeeded by her
daughter, Makoma Modjadii.



1980
« Makoma Modjadji dies, and is succeeded by
her daughter, Mokope Modjadji Il

2001

 Mokope Modjadiji Il dies, and is succeeded by
her daughter, Makobo Modjadiji.

2005

e Queen Makobo Modjadji dies unexpectedly at
the age of 27, leading to controversy over the
succession of the Rain Queen title.

2006

e A new Rain Queen, Masalanabo Modjadiji lll, is
installed after a lengthy dispute over the
succession.

2016

e Queen Masalanabo Modjadji lll dies, and is
succeeded by her daughter, Masalanabo
Modjadji IV, who is the current Rain Queen






Resources

e http://www.icwa.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/10/TCY-11.pdf

e https://www.iol.co.za/pretoria-
news/news/princess-masalanabo-
modjadji-remains-our-rain-gqueen-
balobedu-199d4ff1-34b0-4309-a264-
628ea182825a

e https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/
youngd/all-hail-the-rain-queen-of-
south-africa-71209

e https://www.sahistory.org.za/dated-
event/rain-queen-makobo-modjadji-vi-
dies-after-sudden-illness

o https://nationalmuseumpublications.co.
za/modjadji-the-rain-queen/


https://www.sahistory.org.za/article/biography-miriam-makeba-narcy-negrete#:~:text=Miriam%20Makeba%20was%20a%20South,speeches%20at%20the%20United%20Nations
https://www.theguardian.com/music/2008/nov/11/miriam-makeba-obituary
https://theconversation.com/the-legacy-of-iconic-singer-miriam-makeba-and-her-art-of-activism-178230
https://www.blackpast.org/global-african-history/makeba-miriam-1932-2008/
https://www.sahistory.org.za/article/biography-miriam-makeba-narcy-negrete#:~:text=Miriam%20Makeba%20was%20a%20South,speeches%20at%20the%20United%20Nations
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